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problem which we have to consider is the deeper and
more difficult one of organic justice; and our ques-
tion is what justice means in this case, or what are
the irrelevant considerations to be excluded from our
motives of conduct.

Between these two classes of justice there  are

distinctions which  it is necessary to  state  briefly.

Justice, as we generally use the word, implies that

the unjust man deserves to be hanged, or, at least, is

responsible for his actions.    What "responsibility"

precisely implies is, of course, a debatable question.

I only need assume that, in any case, it implies that

somebody is guilty of wrong-doing,  for which  he

should   receive   an   appropriate   penalty.     But   in

organic questions it is not the individual, but the

race which is responsible; and we require a reform,

not a penalty.    An impatient temper leads us to

generalise too hastily from the case of the individual

to that of the country.    We bestow the blame for all

the wrongs of an oppressed nation, for example, upon

the nation which oppresses.    But in simple point of

fact, the oppressed nation generally deserves (if the

word can be fairly used) to share the blame.    The

trodden worm would not have been trodden upon if

it had been a bit of a viper.   Whatever the duty of

turning the second cheek, it is clearly not a national

duty.    If we admire a Tell or Robert  Bruce for